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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 
1. The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on July 19, 2004, August 9, 2205, 
February 3, 2006 and August 25, 2006 have been entered being considered by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has 
fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this tide before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do 
not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting direcdy or indirecdy from an international 
application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is 
determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kaminkow et al. (US 
Pub No. 2003/0064770). 

Regarding claim 1 , Kaminkow et al disclose a game device comprising an operating portion, 
which outputs a signal in accordance with a player's operation for proceeding a game (figure 6A and 
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paragraphs [0011-0012]; where a player decides to change the speed of the game); a signal detector, 
which detects either a consecutive signal within a predetermined period of time or an intermittent 
signal within a predetermined period of time from the operating portion (figure 6A and paragraphs 
[0011-0012 & 0052-0055]; a prompter, which prompts a player to determine whether to change a 
speed of progress in the game when either the consecutive signal or the intermittent signal is 
detected (figure 6A and paragraphs [0052-0055]; where a speed up indicator is shown); a 
determination receiver, which receives a player's determination regarding the change of the speed of 
progress in the game (figure 6A and paragraphs [0011-0012]; and a speed changer, which changes 
the speed of progress in the game in accordance with the player's determination when the player's 
determination is received (figure 6A and paragraphs [0011-0012 & 0052-0055]). 

Regarding claim 2, Kaminkow et al discloses a prompt controller, which controls the 
prompter so as to prompt the player to determine whether to change the speed of progress in the 
game after the current game is completed, when either the consecutive signal or the intermittent 
signal output from the operating portion is detected during the game is proceeded (figure 8; where 
the processor in any of the proceeding games is selected by the processor randomly during the 
course of the game play). 

Regarding claim 3, Kaminkow et al discloses a prompt controller, which controls the 
prompter so as to prompt the player to determine whether to change the speed of progress in the 
game after the current game is suspended, when either the intermittent signal or the consecutive 
signal output from the operating portion is detected during the game is proceeded (summary; where 
change in speed of the game is capable of being changed in stand alone or bonus embodiment). 

Regarding claim 4, Kaminkow et al discloses a restorer, which restores the speed of progress 
in the game changed in accordance with the player's determination to an initial speed of progress of 
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the game, when a restore signal from a restore signal generator after completion of the game is 
received (summary; where normal play resume if the player does not choose the speed change or 
after normal play resumes after the bonus game). 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sako QP 2002-018121). 
Regarding claim 1, Sako discloses a game machine comprising an operating portion, which 

outputs a signal in accordance with a player's operation for proceeding a game (figure 2 and 
paragraph [0007-0008]; where a player choose the level of play); a signal detector, which detects 
either a consecutive signal within a predetermined period of time or an intermittent signal within a 
predetermined period of time from the operating portion (figure 1 ; where the player chooses the 
level of play by the controller 2); a prompter, which prompts a player to determine whether to 
change a speed of progress in the game when either the consecutive signal or the intermittent signal 
is detected (figure 2; where choosing the play is displayed to a player on the screen); a determination 
receiver, which receives a player's determination regarding the change of the speed of progress in the 
game (figure 2 and paragraph [0007-0008]; where a player decides what level to play the game); and a 
speed changer, which changes the speed of progress in the game in accordance with the player's 
determination when the player's determination is received (figure 2 and paragraph [0007-0008]; 
where level of play is chosen by the player and play begins on the level chosen). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Suzuki (US 6,364,764), Doyle et al. (US 4,171,135) and Kodachi (US Pub No. 
2005/0181861) disclose different types gaming machine that change the speed or pace of play of a 
game. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alex P. Rada whose telephone number is 571-272-4452. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 08:00-16:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Robert Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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